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PF-Sonography of sling complications  
																								 



 
 Pelvic Floor - Sonography

postoperative

Now we put  
the focus on detecting  

the sources of complications  
after a sling insertion



Ulmsten U.: Int J Urogyn J 7 (1996) 81-5

polypropylene tape 
local anesthesia 
cough test 
without elevation 
middle urethra 
 

      tension free vaginal tape  
      TVT

1996 Ulmsten presented the new surgical method 
to treat female stress urinary incontinence:  

tension free vaginal tape - TVT



normal urethra length

- hpz

     - hpz: high pressure zone 

Pelvic Floor - Sonography  
TVT and its mechanism of action 

on straining



J.Kociszewski, V.Viereck  
Neurourology and Urodynamics  27:485-490 (2008)

 
 Pelvic Floor - Sonography  

slings and complications
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 Pelvic Floor - Sonography  

Assessment of sling at rest
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• distance tape - urethra

• position of tape

• shape of tape

• symmetry of tape
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 Pelvic Floor - Sonography  

Assessment of sling at rest
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 Pelvic Floor - Sonography  

Assessment of sling

coronal

With PFS we can exam  
slings in 3 planes  
in real time and  

best quality of view  
using the 2D vaginal probe



• intermittent catheterization 
• mobilisation  
• transection 

• midline 
• lateral right 
• lateral left 
• bilateral 

• extirpation 
• medicines 
• suprapubic catheter 
• waiting, it gets better

management of complications after TVT

but which one is the 
method of choice?

but which one is the method of choice?



 
 Pelvic Floor - Sonography  

Management of complications after 
sling placement

early complications late complications

1 week
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 Pelvic Floor - Sonography  

complications following sling
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A left-sided transection could be 

successful here
That sling must be 

removed
Here a duplication and tightening of  

the tape has been successful

postoperative management

 
 Importance of PF-Sonography  

TVT and complications

That sling should be removed This one could be loosened
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